The Center Theatre Group - Culver City

The Center Theatre Group (they make up the Music Center in downtown LA – the Ahmanson, Mark Taper & Kirk Douglas Theatres in Culver City) is trying to extend their outreach to students who are blind.  They have a pretty big audience of deaf students due in part to their collaboration with the Deaf West Theatre Company (on-stage now is the musical Pippin that is both sung and in ASL) but are looking at ways to make theatre accessible to all.

For student-appropriate shows, the Center Theatre Group has a few select weekday-matinee performances and on those select performances they also offer live audio description services for members who are visually impaired/blind.  What is great is that the people who do this not only describe the actions on-stage, but pre-show will also describe what’s going on in the house/theatre, read program notes etc. as well as during intermission & post-show too.  They have gotten really positive responses from patrons about this service!  The Center Theatre Group is really anxious to expand their audience and want their board of directors & donors to realize how much in need there is for not only the deaf but blind community as well.  

This is a request for TVIs who would be interested in participating in this great cultural experience for their students (typically more age-appropriate for jr. & sr. high students, but sometimes elementary too).  There is a nominal fee of $50 for every 30 students in the group (which is super affordable) and if we can get a group of students together, I have been told we can be guaranteed a live audio-describer for the performance (even on non-student matinee days – of course then the price would be much higher, closer to full ticket price/group sales price).  The two shows left in the season that are student-appropriate are:

Frost/Nixon (definitely for high school students): http://www.centertheatregroup.org/tickets/productiondetail.aspx?id=5694

Ain’t Misbehavin’ (musical):  http://www.centertheatregroup.org/tickets/productiondetail.aspx?id=5718


If you are interested in participating, please let me know as I am compiling a list of TVIs!  FYI: The Center Theatre Group’s education department is awesome, they even offer 4-hour classes for teachers a few weekends before the student matinee, so that teachers can go over the study guides together and collaborate along with the education department on how to best prepare their students.

If anyone is interested please contact:
Lisa Okikawa
lisaokikawa@gmail.com
