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From the President é 

 
 
CTEBVI Members and Friends, 
 
/Î ÂÅÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #4%"6) "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓȟ ) ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ #4%"6)ȭÓ ίήth annual conference.  
The theme this year, Strengthening Our Community Piece By Piece, sets the tone of this exciting 
event.  Each year people from every part of our industry come to share their knowledge, their 
products, their experience, and their friendship.  With over 90 workshops to choose from and an 
exhibit hall that rivals anything lik e it in the entire U.S. (free and open to the public), the 
conference committee has worked tirelessly to bring you up-to-date information and products. 
 
This year we have re-introduced on-site, preconference workshops to allow in-depth study in a 
particular subject, this time iPad Accessibility.  In fact, iPads, apps, and eReaders seem to be the 
HOT topic this year with at least one workshop per session available to those who want to delve 
deeply into what promises to be the way and wave of the future. 
 
&ÏÒ ÔÒÁÎÓÃÒÉÂÅÒÓȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÏÎÇȟ ÉÎÔÅÒÍÉÎÁÂÌÅ ×ÁÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÃÏÎÃÒÅÔÅ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 
showing examples from Braille Formats 2011.  In fact, itȭÓ ÎÏ× ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ 
for your transcriptions.  We have the presenters who know it and will share what they know with 
you, including one who worked with the committee that rewrote the guidelines and one who 
helped shepherd it through the final approval process with BANA.   
 
"ÕÔ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÁÌÌ ×ÏÒË ÁÎÄ ÎÏ ÐÌÁÙȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÂÁÎÑÕÅÔÓȟ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒÓȟ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌÉÔÙ 
room, and entertainment.  Introduce yourself to me and other board members.  Make your voice 
heard.  Please avail yourself of all we have to offer and leave stuffed with knowledge, food, 
friendship, and fun.  And thanks for coming! 
 

Patty Biasca  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
54

th
 Annual CTEBVI Conference 2013 

7 

General Conference Information 
 

 
On-Site Registration  
You may register at the Registration Desk. Please 
note that on-site registration is nonrefundable.  

 Thursday, March 14, 2013: 5:00 pm ï 7:00 pm  

 Friday, March 15, 2013: 7:00 am ï 4:00 pm  

 Saturday, March 16, 2013: 7:00 am ï 4:00 pm 
 
Continuing Education Units  
CEUs are again being offered with an ACVREP fee of 
$35, payable in advance with registration fee. This fee 
will allow CEUs for an unlimited number of workshops. 
You will get instructions for receiving certificates after 
conference. Please provide an email address where 
you wish the instructions sent. 
 
Childcare 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: There will be no on-site day 
care for this conference. 
 
Silent Auction  
For CTEBVI, as a nonprofit organization, these 
functions are designed to curtail the cost of our annual 
conference and provide support for programs such as 
scholarships, advocacy, and many others.  These 
events not only support CTEBVI, but also provide you 
with beautiful gifts and a chance to win some money.  
 
Please consider donating an item for the Silent 
Auction. For more information, contact Dawn Gross at 
braille@grossgang.com. 
 
Prizes must be claimed by 10:00 AM the following 
morning, with the exception of the Banquet drawing.  
You must be in attendance to win to the Banquet 
drawing.  The Silent Auction booth and Registration 
Desk will have the numbers of the winning tickets.  
GOOD LUCK!!! 
 
 

 
the Exhibit Hall that will be listed in the Conference 
program. 
 
Announcement Board at Registration 
Have an announcement or job opening? Please feel 
free to post it on the board that will be located near the 
Registration Desk. 
 
Volunteers Available 
Weôll have people to assist vendors if you need a 
break, monitors for presentersô workshops, and 
sighted guides. 
 
Hospitality Suite                       Santa Barbara Room 
If you need a place to relax and rejuvenate, visit our 
Hospitality Suite for light snacks and beverages, and 
browse through photo albums of Conferences past.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Exhibit Hall                                    Grand Ballroom E 
Attendance is free to everyone. CTEBVIôs Exhibit Hall 
offers a large number of vendors presenting the latest 
in assistive technology, braille jewelry, and really neat 
toys. Special times have been set aside exclusively for  
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Conference Highlights 
 

 
THURSDAY, MARCH 1 4, 2013 
 
 

CTEBVI Board Meeting 
8:00 am - 12:00 pm  
 
Pre-Conference Activities 
(Registration in advance required)  
 

California School for the Blind Tour 
8:15 am ð meet in Lobby 
Cost: May include a small contribution toward 

transportation 
 
Visit the California School for the Blind in Fremont, for 
a guided tour of their facilities. CSB is the only state 
school in California serving severely visually impaired 
students. CSB is currently serving children who are 
ages eight to twenty two.  Wear your walking shoes to 
tour our large campusðdorms, town square, library 
and classrooms. Youôll have a full tour of CSBôs 
beautiful campus, meet some of our students, visit our 
state of the art Assistive Technology Lab, see our 
Assessment Center, and have a chance to observe 
our students in both the educational and transition 
programs. Transportation to and from the hotel will be 
provided, and you will return to the hotel by early 
afternoon. Please join us! 
 

NBA Recertification Test for Textbook 
Formatting 
8:00 am ð 4:00 pm                    Location TBA 
  
National Braille Association is pleased to announce 
the opportunity to re-certify in Braille Textbook 
Formatting. In 2011, the Braille Authority of North 
America adopted new guidelines for Braille Textbook 
Formatting. These guidelines dramatically change the 
way transcribers prepare textbook materials. If you 
hold the old NBA Certification in Braille Textbook 
Formatting, now is your chance to certify under these 
new guidelines. 

NBA will proctor a re-certification exam for individuals  
who hold the old NBA Certification in Textbook 
Formatting. The exam will consist of approximately 50 
questions and will test your knowledge of the new 
BANA guidelines. This is an open-book exam, so 
please bring your copy of the new guidelines with you 
(digital or hardcopy). If you successfully pass the re-
certification exam, you will receive a certificate 
indicating such that you can share with your employer 
and/or potential employers. The cost of the exam is 
$25.00 and includes a boxed lunch. Go to 
www.nationalbraille.org for the application for this test 
 

Strengthening Our Community Piece by 
Piece 
Welcome Reception    
6:00 pm ð 8:00 pm     Bayside Ballroom II-III 
Co-sponsored by: 

Sendero Group  
Accessible Location and Navigation 
"It is better to travel hopefully than to arrive." 
 
Entertainment provided by: Wayne Siligo and the 
Cheeseballs 
 
Enjoy complimentary hors d'oeuvres and a No-Host 
Bar while you sway to the mellow tones of the 
Chesseballs and get to know your fellow conference 
attendees.  
 

Wayne òThe Big Cheeseó Siligo  
A consummate ñmusicianôs 
musician,ò Wayne Siligo has 
performed extensively throughout 
his career, both as a soloist and 
sideman, in a wide spectrum of 
venues. Wayne is no stranger to 

CTEBVI, having presented workshops at conference 
for many years and publishing numerous articles 
concerning music education for the visually impaired. 
His award winning Jazz Ensemble at the California 
School for the Blind continues to perform regularly for 
various state functions and conferences.  
  Cheeseballs Ilan Ota, Markus Choo, and David 
Grandstaff will be playing with Wayne.  

http://www.nationalbraille.org/
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Pre-Conference Workshops 
 

Using Voiceover and the iPad for Reading, 
Writing, and Research  

10:00 am ð 5:00 pm      Grand Ballroom A-B 

(includes one hour break for lunch) 

Presenters: Ed Summers and Diane Brauner 

 

Ed Summers is a blind software engineer and an 
accessibility specialist. He leads the accessibility team 
at SAS Institute, the worldôs largest privately held 
software firm. Edôs personal mission is to enable users 
of all abilities to succeed in the classroom and the 
21st century knowledge economy. 

Diane Brauner:  See bio under Workshop 205. 

 

Description: The objective of this full-day workshop is 
to help educators of the visually impaired use an iPad 
effectively in mainstream classrooms. Participants 
must be comfortable using an iPad and they must be 
familiar with the Voiceover screen reader.  Each 
participant must bring an iPad that is connected to 
either a Bluetooth keyboard or refreshable Braille 
display that can be used during hands-on step-by-step 
activities.  

  Participants will learn how to use Dropbox to share 
instructional materials and assignments between 
visually impaired students, braille transcribers, 
teachers of the visually impaired, general education 
teachers, and parents. 

  Participants will learn the basic keyboard and braille 
commands for Voiceover on an iPad. 

  Participants will learn how to use Voiceover with a 
Bluetooth keyboard and braille display to search the 
web and complete writing assignments on an iPad. 

 
Increase your APPtitude on your Apple 
Device 
1:00 pm ð 5:00 pm        Grand Ballroom C-D 
Presenter: Ryan Honey, Director of Digital Programs 
for Braille Institute of America, Inc. 
 

Description:  iPads and iPhones have changed the 
face of accessible technology and are becoming a 
powerful tool for VI educators.  It is imperative that you 

have the knowledge and know-how to use these 
devices to enhance you classroom.  This session is 
designed for beginners to get comfortable with their 
iOS device and learn about its native accessibility 
features.  Hands on training with the Voice Over 
feature, Zoom feature, and pairing of a refreshable 
braille devices will occur. No prior experience is 
required. Each participant should bring an iPad, 
iPhone or iPod touch that can be used for step-by-
step activities as well as a refreshable Braille display if 
available.  

 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 1 5, 2013 
 
 

Silent Auction Begins 
9:30 am ð 7:00 pm 
 
Come to the Exhibit Hall to see all the great silent 
auction items.  
 
Fridayõs Welcome Luncheon            
12 Noon ð 1:30 pm            Grand Ballroom F 
 

YOU are part of the solution to provide accessible 
formats to students with vision impairments. This 
special luncheon will be interactive and definitely 
engaging. Using an innovative new technique all 
participants will be encouraged to participate from the 
comfort of their lunch table.  Don't miss this chance to 
have your voice heard and share in a digital 
discussion on accessible formats. Your hosts will be 
Jonn Paris-Salb and Ryan Honey. 
  Luncheon will also include General Business 
Session, Part 1.   
  Everyone is invited to attend whether or not you are 
registered for the meal. Separate seating will be 
provided for non-dining attendees. 
 

Exhibitorsõ Reception 
5:15 pm ð 7:00 pm            Grand Ballroom E 
  
Take this dedicated time to visit with the exhibitors, 
ask questions about their products, get 
demonstrations and indulge in some delicious hot 
appetizers. Donôt miss out on a chance to check out 
the Silent Auction items.  
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SATURDAY, MARCH 1 6, 2013  
 
 

Last Day for Silent Auction  
9:30 am ð 3:30pm 
 

Exhibit Hall - Exclusively  
4:15 pm ð 5:00 pm   
This is the last chance to visit to the Exhibit Hall. 
Browse the booths, talk with exhibitors, see  
demonstrations on the latest assistive technology, 
play with the toys, and more! Donôt forget to visit the 
Silent Auction table and place your bids for some 
really great items.  
 

Presidentõs Reception 
6:00 pm ð 7:00 pm   Grand Ballroom Foyer 
Entertainment provided by: Wayne Siligo (The Big 
Cheese) and the Cheeseballs 
 

Meet your CTEBVI President Patty Biasca. Socialize 
and relax with your fellow conference attendees after 
an intense day of fun and informative workshops. 
Unwind, relax and enjoy! No-Host bar. 
 

Strengthening Our Community  
Piece by Piece 
Banquet                      Grand Ballroom F 
7:00 pm ð 9:00 pm   
Keynote Speaker:  Ed Summers  
The Revolution is Here: Digital technology is rapidly 
changing the way students learn. How will this impact 
students with disabilities? During this talk, blind 
software engineer and accessibility specialist Ed 
Summers will explore the challenges and 
opportunities presented by the digital learning 
revolution.  
 

Entertainment provided by 
Ilan Ota.  
  
Ilan Ota has been 
embracing music since 
birth. His musical 
adventure began as a four 
year old in a play and sing 
program which led to his 

first formal lessons on the violin. Three years later, 
Ilan was accepted into the prestigious Northwest Boys 
Choir where he remained as an active member for 
many years.  At the age of 15, his focus moved to 
drumming and percussion quickly became his 
passion.  Following a full scholarship at the Los 
Angeles Music Academy in Pasadena, CA., Ilan and 
his mother relocated to Southern California where he 
began concurrent studies in braille music and piano at 
the Southern California Conservatory of Music. Ilan is 
currently continuing his piano studies, and performs 
as a vocalist throughout Los Angeles. 
 
Get ready for a wonderful evening of good food, good 
company, and a captivating speaker. Silent Auction 
winners will be announced. Both the Katie Sibert 
Memorial Scholarship and the Donna Coffee Youth 
Scholarship will be presented.  
  Everyone is invited to attend whether or not you are 
registered for the meal. Separate seating will be 
provided for non-dining attendees.  

 

Ed Summers is a blind 
software engineer and 
an accessibility 
specialist. He has a 
B.S. in Computer 
Science and 20 years of 
professional experience 
as a software developer 
and a development 
manager. Edôs personal 
mission is to enable 
people with disabilities 
to realize their full 
potential in the 

classroom and the 21st century knowledge economy. 
He fulfills that mission as a leader in the software 
industry and disability-related not-for-profit 
organizations.  
   Ed leads the accessibility team at SAS Institute, the 
market leader in business analytics software and 
services that is used at over 50,000 sites in over 100 
countries. The SAS accessibility team helps people of 
all abilities succeed using SAS software. Ed is also an 
active member of the DIAGRAM Research and 
Development Center and the Accessible Infographics 
Community Group at the World Wide Web 
Consortium. 
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SUNDAY, MARCH 1 7, 2013  
 
Sunday Brunch     

 
  
 

10:00 am ð 12 Noon          Grand Ballroom F 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Conference concludes with Sunday Brunch and 
will include General Business Session, Part 2, and a 
student panel.  
   Your moderators, Ed Summers and Ryan Honey will 
present a panel of three students to address the  
following topic:  
 
Commanding Technology in its Many Forms 
Technology is everywhere in todayôs world and it is 
increasingly playing a larger role in the lives of visually 
impaired students. The sheer volume of assistive 
technology and accessible mainstream technology 
that is available can make mastering any of it seem 
impossible. In this panel, we will hear from students of 
varying ages discuss the technology that they use and 
how they integrated it into their daily lives. Hearing 
firsthand from these end users should demystify some  
 

of the new technology that is out there and inspire 
others to use it to improve their lives. Teachers and 
parents are encouraged to attend so they can learn 
successful implementation strategies directly from VI 
students. Audience questions and participation will be 
encouraged. 
 Everyone is invited to attend whether or not you are 
registered for the meal. Separate seating will be 
provided for non-dining attendees. 
 

 

Feedback If you found this yearôs conference 
enlightening and informative, please let us know so 
we can continue offering activities and workshops 
that are beneficial to you. Is there an area where 
we can improve? Please feel free to email any of 
the board members with your comments or 
suggestions. Contact information can be found in 
the back of any issue of the CTEBVI JOURNAL. 
Weôd love to hear from you! 
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