Outreach to blind and visually impaired high school aged students for vocational rehabilitation services in California.
The California Department of Rehabilitation is a state agency that 

provides services and advocacy resulting in employment, independent living and equality for individuals with disabilities.  
Since 2003 when the Blind Field Services district, a division of the Dept. of Rehabilitation, was established to work with blind and visually impaired persons to seek and retain competitive employment, we have welcomed youths in transition into our caseloads.  This message is to encourage you to refer students who have 

reached age 16 to us. 

Among the many ways we are working toward successful and meaningful employment outcomes is through our initial offerings of Transition services to eligible blind and visually impaired young adults from age 16 and up.  To that end, Blind Field Services is pleased to offer a variety of age appropriate transition 

services. 

To highlight a few, our recently initiated summer work experience 

program where student’s work alongside blind vending stand operators at their place of business has been a success.  This paid summer work program provides students with real life work and experiences one can only imagine after working for the first time.  Transition planning workshops that include career readiness 

courses and computer training hosted through our community providers also are services that BFS can provide to your high school students. 

As we embark into 2009, Blind Field Services is reaffirming its commitment to serving transition aged students from 16 years of age and older.  Cases of students as early as age 14 may be open on a case-by-case basis.  It is our goal to reach out to and identify blind and visually impaired students who meet our eligibility requirements and provide them with transition planning opportunities that build on skill-sets that promote movement from high-school to vocational training or college, gainful employment, and ultimately independent living. 

With your assistance to bring these students into our caseloads, we can provide low vision evaluations, adaptive technology assessments and a host of prevocational services to students 16 and older.  

Richard Rueda and Cathleen Coombs-Stephens, Transition Coordinating rehabilitation staff for Blind Field Services can provide your students and their parents with transition workshops and contact information for a rehabilitation counselor serving blind students near their homes and schools.  They can provide you with technical assistance to facilitate the formulation of transition-based IEP’s and connect your students to a wide variety of resources that will foster completion of the extended core curriculum. 

Thank you for your collaboration with the Dept. of Rehabilitation's 

Blind Field Services unit.  We are excited to provide meaningful 

transition services to your students.  They will be our future leaders. 

Contact information follows: 

Northern California 

Richard Rueda 

510.622.3083 (voice) 

Email: rarueda@dor.ca.gov 

Southern California 

Cathleen Coombss-Stephens 

909.383.4298 

Email: Ccombss@dor.ca.gov 
