Katie Sibert Biography

Shortly after Katie's death, the first Katie Sibert Memorial Scholarship was given  at CTEVH's 26th annual conference in 1985.  The first Katie Committee was made up of Bob Elford, Jim Fisher, Sally Mangold, Maureen Reardon, and Fred Sinclair.  This committee also established the rules for the scholarship which are carried out to this day, except that in those days the scholarship was for teachers and did not include transcribers and paraeducators.

Katie Sibert was a charter member of CTEVH.  Fred Sinclair says it was Katie who recommended him for his position at the California Department of Education.  As Fred quotes from a past president of CTEVH, "We can blame Katie for Fred!"

Katie earned her teaching credential at Central State Teachers College in Oklahoma in the 1930s.  She taught early elementary grades before marrying and starting a family. In 1947 she was teaching in Long Beach, CA when the CA state legislature passed a law mandating special assistance for children with visual disabilities.  Her school district administrator asked her to get trained in this new specialty and she was soon "hooked."  

Katie went on to get a Master's Degree from San Francisco State University and was later a resource room teacher and coordinator of programs for students with visual impairments for Stanislaus County.  During the summers Katie prepared teachers at San Francisco State, the University of Minnesota, Columbia University, and Portland State.  She published and presented in many venues.  

In 1960 Katie was awarded the Winifred Hathaway Teacher of the Year Award by the National Society for the Prevention of Blindness.  Katie retired from teaching in 1971.  After her retirement, she consulted with many schools in the U.S. and internationally (including Denmark, and Portugal) and developed materials for APH.
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