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Workshop 403: Worksheets with DBT 

Worksheets present some special problems. We will work on turning several worksheets into braille using 

Abby Reader, Microsoft Word, and DBT. Most of the same principals can be applied using other scanning 

software. 

Although worksheets are often time-sensitive, they cannot be rushed. Before scanning, it can be very 

important to check the OCR settings of your scanning software. Abby Reader, for example, has a language 

setting called "Digits" that can be useful for mathematics worksheets. Additionally, if a worksheet is 

scanned, the text should be cleaned up as thoroughly as possible in the scanning software. Only the 

scanning software has all of the context clues necessary to offer the quickest route through corrected OCR 

errors. In other words, the general-purpose spell checkers in MS Word and also in DBT are not going to 

guess at the proper alternative interpretations of characters that were misread by the OCR software. 

Overall format should be set in MS Word, if possible. Likewise, this is generally the best place to remove 

unneeded material. MS Word is simply a better editor than DBT, so we use it for its strengths. In many 

cases, we must take the OCR output copy through Word in order to convert RTF format into something that 

DBT can import directly. 

Finally, DBT is used to get the correct styles applied. DBT does have some good facilities for correcting word 

wrap errors and for setting many paragraphs into a single style. We will use these features, as needed, on a 

word problem worksheet. 

DBT’s BANA templates do include Directions and Exercise styles. Use these for best format. 

Spatial mathematics worksheets present the greatest problems. DBT's table formatter can be applied to 

these materials using the [htbs] and [htbe] codes. Use [tcs] and [ts] codes to ensure proper 

mathematics translation. Codes can be entered with Ctrl+[. Hard space (Alt-F2) is useful for quick cleanup of 

tabular alignments. 
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